recognition that photographs are more than an accessory to history's written text. They are an essential element in the very construction of that history, both written and oral. AINA's collection of photographs is no exception.
AINA proposes to make the collection widely available by creating an electronic database. Each photograph will be researched and scanned into the computer using the University of Calgary's InMagic database software.
The potential for the collection is enormous. Made available to the indigenous peoples of the North, it will help them to recall their own history. It will present information of value to anthropologists, archaeologists, professional historians, and scientists. Commercial and academic publications needing visual material will also be able to draw on AINA's photographic archive. Like other great archives worldwide, AINA's will be an immense asset, providing flexible access to a wealth of previously neglected information. The Institute hopes that making these photographs available for public use will generate revenue to further enhance its collections. Phase 2 of the project involves researching and creating a worksheet for each fonds, according to the categories defined in the database, and scanning the photographs for inclusion in the database. Once the data entry is complete, the original photographs will be conserved in Mylar sleeves and filed in sequential order. Following the departure of Lars Christensen from the project in July 2004, Constance hired Josiah Xiong as project assistant.
The success of this archival project will ultimately depend on funding from external sources. A total of $70,000, in addition to the in-kind support provided by other university departments, will be needed to offset the costs associated with archiving the collection to meet professional archival standards. To date, the Institute has received generous support for the project from Devon Canada Corporation, ATCO Frontec, TransCanada Corporation, Mackenzie Delta Integrated Oilfield Services, Akita Equtak Drilling Ltd., Mullen Transportation Inc., and Air NorTerra Inc. In the future, AINA hopes to access government funding for the project.
LONG-TERM GOALS
The successful completion of the archival database will effectively position AINA to incorporate other photographic collections within AINA that are separate from the original 4000 photographs; to attract donations of other photographic collections; and to provide a system for the future inventory of AINA's collection of art and artifacts, as well as its collection of film and video. AINA's art collection, valued at approximately $250,000, includes a wide variety of visual imagery pertaining to early and contemporary exploration of the polar regions. Oil paintings, historical maps, engravings, watercolours, sketches, drawings, lithographs and prints, and artifacts are included, as well as the yet uncatalogued photographic collection.
An important aspect of the project will be to work with groups of Native people who may have ties to the unidentified individuals and places depicted in so many of the photographs, in the hope that they can contribute memory culture to this rich visual heritage.
AINA Research Associate Constance Martin can be contacted at martinc@ucalgary.ca. Phone: 403-220-2048; Fax: 403-282-4609. 
